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A Study on the Regional Integration from the Perspective of
New Structural Economics:
A Case of Ningbo Integrating into the Yangtze River Delta
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Social Science)
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Abstract: Regional Integration is an important strategy of China’s national development.

Guided by New Structural Economics, we propose an economic analytical framework of

high-quality integration and joint development among cities in the same sovereign country. The

framework starts by analyzing the development stage and endowment structure of any given city,

and then proposes six steps for its government, namely, endowment structure analysis, target city

selection, industrial structure analysis, industrial integration path design, industrial bottleneck

detection, and government facilitation. We use Ningbo and how it should participate in the

Regional Integration of the Yangtze River Delta as a concrete example to illustrate how to apply

this general framework of regional integration analyses. We believe that this framework is also

useful for us to think about the integration and development of cities in regions such as the

Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Area and the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area.
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